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TESTED

QUADZILLA 500ES

4X4 LWB

miaht think of Quadzilla primarily as an
in‘:::or'ger of road-legal fun machines. But its new
500ES, which replaces the successfu_l 500e,
is a 4x4 workhorse aimed at professionals
who work on the land. And it sI'!ows that
however leisure-orientated its image, the
company is much more than a one-trick pony

Words Alan Kidd Pictures Steve Taylor

THE MARKET FOR
UTILITY QUADS tends to be

dominated by serious players like Honda. But
Quadzilla, which is best known for its road-legal
buggies and smaller, more fun-orientated quads,
has for some time offered an alternative in the
shape of its strong-selling 500e — for which the
500ES, tested here, is the replacement.

This is available in standard and long-
wheelbase formats, the latter offering two-
seater capacity courtesy of additional raised
footrests. It’s a big, hefty, no-nonsense machine
that’s built to do a job of work, and it offers a
variety of features which make it much more
than just a wannabe in this area.

Based on a hefty frame whose build smacks
of robustness and certainly looks ready for a
long life, the bike has an all-independent
suspension set-up with front and rear double
wishbones controlled by simple oil-filled coil-
overs. A 493cc engine is mated to a CVT
gearbox which feeds out to both rear wheels in
normal rear-wheel drive trim; for lower traction
conditions, four-wheel drive can be engaged via
the push of a button.

With a diff-lock button and a choice of high
and low-ratio gears to augment this, there are
plenty of options to let you get the better of the
terrain. A set of AT25x10-12 tyres with a
moderately savage directional V-pattern tread
promises to bite into pretty much anything, too.
But should this all have the opposite effect and
encourage you into trying things either you or
the bike can’t do, a 2500Ib winch is supplied as
standard, too.

That won't be much use without a strop to
swing around a handily placed tree or one of the
stouter breeds of fence post, and we can imagine
the netted stowage recess in the front right wing
getting used for this purpose by a good many
owners. Theres a 12-volt socket next to it, which
you’d expect to see powering a mobile phone in
most cases — though you can certainly imagine
situations in which it would see sterling service on
the juicy end of an iPod or GPS.

Further practicalities of the sort which are
likely to be of most interest to the typical user
come in the shape of front and rear racks whose
labels claim capacities of 20kg and 40kg
respectively. There’ also a lockable rear box,
completing a range of stowage opportunities that
makes this a flexible-looking machine for people
to whom quad bike riding is part of their job.

If that’s you, you’ll know the value of
longevity (it's why so many farmers think ‘Honda
quad bike’ is all one word). And the 500ES does
appear well equipped to live long and prosper,
thanks to features like front and rear lower
wishbone guards, a full-length underbody skid
plate and truly enormous propshafts that look as
if they belong on a car, not a bike. It might not
come across as the most subtle of machines, but
there’s no doubting that this is a substantial
piece of work that’s been built to walk the walk.

The example we tested was brand new, so
these particular points of view are based on
initial impressions rather than experience, but
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2500LB ELECTRICWINCH s

included as standard — a seriously
useful addition on an off-road quad

DISPLAY s logically laid out and
well positioned, if a little prone to
glare in strong sunlight

GEAR SELECTOR - operates high,

low, neutral, reverse and park
functions acceptably smoothly

-w;.._:lg QUICK FAC
| Quadzilla 500ES 4x4 LWB

Engine 493cc SOHCsingle

Power 32hp at 7000rpm

Torque 26.5Ibf.ft at 5500rpm

Transmission  CVT

Four-wheel drive  Part-time, two-speed

Suspension

Front/rear Double wishbones

Brakes Dual front, single rear hydraulic disc
| Tyres AT25x10-12

Weight 337kg

REAR TOWBALL is another

| Towing capacity ~ 500kg
Dimensions 2116 x 1175 x 1244mm accessory that comes as standard —
j and another user-friendly feature



